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- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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DETAILED ACTION 
Drawings 

1. The drawings received on 1/18/02 are acceptable by the examiner. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 3 5 1 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

3. Claims 1-3, and 5-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Lin et 
al (U.S. Patent Number 6,757,070). 

Regarding claim 7, Lin discloses a method for printing application data comprising the 
steps of forming a connection between a client and a printer driver server (see Fig. 1, column 3, 
line 3 1 -column 4, line 17), transmitting the application data from the client to the printer driver 
server (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17), transcoding a format of the application data 
received in the printer driver server to a printer format (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and 
column 4, line 54-column 5, line 18), transmitting the transcoded application data in the printer 
format from the printer driver server to a printer (column 5, lines 2-18) , and printing the data 
(column 5, lines 10-18). 
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Regarding claim 2, Lin discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of transmitting a printer identifier from the client to the server (see Fig. 6, column 5, 
lines 49-60), wherein the printer identifier identifies the type of printer on which the application 
data is to be printed (column 5, lines 49-60). 

Regarding claim J, Lin discloses the method discussed above in claim 2, and further 
teaches of retrieving a printer driver from a database, the retrieved printer driver being based on 
the printer identifier (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 54-column 5, line 
18). 

Regarding claim 5, Lin discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, and further 
teaches of transmitting an address of the printer from the client to the server (see Fig. 6, column 
5, lines 49-60), wherein the application data in the printer format is transmitted directly to the 
printer using the address of the printer (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 
54-column 5, line 18). 

Regarding claim 6, Lin discloses a system for printing application data comprising a 
client originating the application data (clients 20-1, 20-2, . . .20-m,), and a printer driver server 
remotely connected to the client (printer server 12, see Fig. 1, column 3, lines 31-41), which 
receives the application data (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 54-column 
5, line 18), the printer driver server including a database containing a plurality of printer drivers 
(column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17) and a transcoder configured to convert a format of the 
received application data to a printer format using one of the plurality of printer drivers retrieved 
from the database (server ripping module 14, column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 5, 
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lines 2-18), and transmit the application data in the printer format to a printer (column 4, line 54- 
column 5, line 18). 

Regarding claim 7, Lin discloses the system discussed above in claim 6, and further 
teaches that the printer receives the application data in the printer format via the client (column 
3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 54-column 5, line 18). 

Regarding claim 8, Lin discloses the system discussed above in claim 6, and further 
teaches that the printer receives the application data in the printer format directly from the printer 
server (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 54-column 5, line 18). 

Regarding claim 9, Lin discloses a printer driver server (printer server 12) remotely 
connected to a client (clients 20-1, 20-2, .. .20-m, see Fig. 1, column 3, lines 31-41) comprising a 
database containing a plurality of printer drivers (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17), and a 
transcoder (server ripping module 14, column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 5, lines 
2-18), wherein the transcoder is configured to convert a format of application data received from 
the client to a printer format using a selected one of the plurality of printer drivers retrieved from 
the database (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 54-column 5, line 18). 

Regarding claim 10, Lin discloses the server discussed above in claim 9, and further 
teaches that the printer driver server selects the printer driver based on a command received from 
the client (see Fig. 6, column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 54-column 5, line 
65). 

Regarding claim 11 , Lin discloses the server discussed above in claim 10, and further 
teaches that the command includes an identification of the printer (see Fig. 6, column 5, lines 49- 
60). 
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Regarding claim 12, Lin discloses the server discussed above in claim 10, and fiirther 
teaches that the command includes an address of the printer (see Fig. 6, column 5, lines 49-60) 
and the printer driver server determines an identification of the printer based on the address of 
the printer and information in the printer driver server database relating the address of the printer 
to the identification of the printer (column 3, line 53-column 4, line 17, and column 4, line 54- 
column 5, line 65). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claim 4 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Lin et al (U.S. 
Patent Number 6,757,070). 

Regarding claim 4, Lin discloses the method discussed above in claim 1, but fails to 
expressly disclose if the application data in the printer format is transmitted to the client for 
subsequent printing on the printer, as the printers shown in Fig. 1 are all attached to the printer 
server through the network. However, Lin teaches that printing to a local printer, being a printer 
that is connected to the client, is similar to the client server printing, whereby the client selects a 
printer, and a driver subsequently converts the file into a print format, which is then transmitted 
to a printer (as read in column 1, lines 1 1-60). Because of the above noted similarity, it would 
have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art to include a local printer driver as one of the 
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drivers stored in the server, in which case the application data in the printer format is transmitted 
back to the client for subsequent printing on the local printer. 

Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in this art to modify Lin to 
obtain the invention as specified in claim 4. 

Citation of Pertinent Prior Art 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure: 

Simpson (U.S. Patent Number 6,606,162) discloses a system having network printer 
groups and corresponding print servers; 

Abe (U.S. Patent Number 6,892,299) discloses a printer driver downloading system; and 
Ichikawa et ah (U.S. Patent Number 6,914,694) discloses a web printing system. 



Application/Control Number: 10/052,590 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2622 

Conclusion 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Joe Pokrzywa whose telephone number is (571) 272-7410. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday, 9:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Edward L. Coles can be reached on (571) 272-7402. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



Joseph R. Pokrzywa 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2622 ^ 
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